Sturmpanszer.com

Intelligence Report

v 1.0.0

German PzKpfWg. IV, Model J,
Observation Tank

ETO Ordnance Technical Intelligence Report No. 172

8 March 1945




e | | \§<\§;

________ C} ;
HELDUQUARTERS ,
COMMUNICATIONS ZONE ETOUSA 0129327
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ORDNANCE OFFICER
LFO 887
o : : 8 liarch 1945

ETO‘QRDN;NGEJTECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE/ REi ORT NO. 172
SUBJECT: German Pz Kpfw. IV, Model J, Observetion Tank.
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1. General:

L Pz Kpfw. IV "OF" Tank (Pz. Bcob. Wg. IV) recovcred in Belgium,
has been examined. It is a normal Pz Kpfw IV liodel J Tank, mounting the 7.5 ecm.
KwK 40 (L/48) gun. With few uxceptions, the tenk conforms to Model H tanks

previously examined. Chassis number of the vchicle exemined weas 92200 end the
manufecturer's code "hhv'. A datc on one of the bogie mounting brackcts was
14.8.44.

2, Armor :

The ermor thickncsses and angles correspond closely to those of the

latest Model H. The following measurements were teken fram the lodel il
examined:
Thickness. Lngle to Vertical.
Turret :
Top (front) 1618rmm. (0.69 in.) 86°
Top (near) 26 om. (1.03 in.) Horizontal
Front 54 mm. (2.14 ins.) 10°
Sides 32 mm. (1.26 in.) 25°
Cun leantlet 54 rm. (2.14 ins.) Rounded
Superstructure:
 Front verticel 83 mm, (3.26 ins.) 1P
Glacis 21 mm. (0.82 in.) : 70°
Side 30 mm, (1.20 in.) Vertical
Top (front) 12 mm. (0.47 in.) -
Engine Compertment top 10 rm. (0.40 in.) 88°
Hitl ks
Upper Nose 83 rm. (3.26 ins.) 14°
Lower Nosc 30 mm. §1.20 in.) 64°
Side : 30 rm. (1.20 in,) Vertical
Rear 22 mm. {0.85 ine) 10°

The bracket for atteching side skirting was the type used with the mild steel
plates and not the type used with the wire mesh skirting. The normel spaced
pletes were mounted on the turret sides end resar.

3 Suspension:

The suspension wes normel, with ell-stecl return rollers end the
late type sprocket. However, the older type idler wheel, of tubular construc-
tion, was used.

b Turret :
L dual-ratio hand traverse has replaced tke power traverse of

ear lier models. The gear box is loceted shead of the traversing and elevating
handwhecls and &s controlled by a lever on the top. (Photo 2). In high retio




220 turns of the hand-wheel rotate the turret 3600 and in low ratio, 352 turnms.
The platc over the port in the left front turret plate was welded on, but 2o
additionsl reinforcement hed been made. Threec small internelly-threaded
bosscs were welded on the top of the turrect, one at the front and one on each
side. (Photo 1). There was no indication of their intended use. ARnhA gun
mount (Flieger-Beschussgerat fur 1GG3434) for mounting the M.G. 3L on the
cupole is provided.

5. Fuel System:

Frovision hed beemrmede for instelling en extra fuel tenk in place
of the auxiliery cngine and generator formerly used with the power traverse,
but none hed been instelled. A filling pipe end an opening in the super-
structure top plete on the left side in beck of the turret were installed.

4 fucl velve is loceted on the left Hull side next to the engine
compartment bulkhead. (Photo 3) This welve has four pos tions, one for
the extra fuel tenk in the engine compartment, and onc for shutting off all
tenks. Only one fuel tank cen be connected at a time. On the vchicle examined,
the line for the extra tenk had been blocked off.

6. Luxiliary Generetor:

It appesred thet an euxiliiery gesoline engine driven generator hed
becn installed in the left sponson next to the engine compertment bulkheed.
A mounting base was instelled in thc sponson end & 15/16 inch floxible exhaust
linc led back through the engine compartment to the reer of the tenk. 4
?a,ttery cherging control is mounted on the engine compértment bulkhced.
Photo 3)

7. Radio Eggipme nt:

Iuountang frames for two ra dlo sets are loceted on the right side
of the turret and a freme for omne set is in the normel locetion in the driving
compertment. Two antennee are provided, onc on the turret top end onc on the
right of the teil plate. :

8. Commander's Eelesco‘pe:'

The vehicle was equipped with two mounts for & periscope T.S.R.T.
4 cupola mount semewhat similer to ‘thet found on the Pz Kpfw kanther is pro-
vided f@ the commander, Tt consists of an erm pivoted o & srell brecket
welded on the inner suie ‘of the cupole. A socket and clemp to accommad ate
the lover end of the telescope is ettached to the endcdf the arm. 4 ball
mount for the periscope is built in the tuwret top on the left side. (Photos
1 end 4). The telescopc is inserted into the mount from inside the turret end
is held in plece by e clemp which fits over the eyepiece. A scale on the
besc of the mount is gradusted from O to 6400 rils. Short steel bars weclded
to the mount serve &s handles far traversing it and a screw-type lock is pro-
vided on the besec.

9.__‘ Te lescope Sight:

L T.Z.F. 5 £/2 télescope sight is uscd for the 7.5 em. KwK 4O
(L/48) gun.

10, Exbeusd¢ Stacks:

The tenk wes cqulpped with the new t3.c exhaust stacks for re-
ducmg visibility of the exheaust f leme at night. These stacks consist of e
pipc six inches in diemcter, surrounding the exhaust pipe end extending 10 5/8
inches above it. The ermor shield cnclosing the elbow of the exhaust pipés
is the seme as that used with the previous arrangemnt (Photo 55,
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